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Abstract 
Background: To analyze the trend of homicidal 
deaths  
Methods: In this descriptive study autopies 
performed at  THQ Hospital Taxila  were analyzed. 
Every autopsy was started by identification of the 
dead body.External postmortem examination was 
started by examination of clothes.Inspection of the 
dead body was made from head to toe. Front, back 
and sides are examined with naked eye and 
magnifying lens. Temperature of the body and 
surrounding area was taken.  All the natural orifices 
of body were scrutinized. Injuries,  rigor mortis, 
postmortem lividity, stage of putrefaction and any 
other abnormality were noted down.The body was 
opened by straight incision starting from just above 
the thyroid cartilage to the pubic symphysis 
avoiding umbilicus.  All the three cavities cranium, 
chest and abdomen were opened to see any injury, 
disease/abnormality.      
Results: Out of total 64 autopsies conducted, 
majority (87.5%) were males. Firearms remained the 
most common weapon. Nine (14.06%) persons died 
due to blunt injuries, 6.25% were murdered by sharp 
edged weapons and 4.69% died due to drowning. In 
23.43% no cause of death could be detected. Adult 
age group (26-40 years) of persons remained most 
common victims. The skull and chest were the most 
targeted areas (17   each).  
Conclusion: Fire arm (51.56%)  remains the most 
common weapon employed for homocide.  
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Introduction 
    Being Muslims we believe that the time and site of 
death is fixed by the Almighty Allah but the deaths by 
violence cause harassment and depression in the 
society. Constantly increasing number of un-natural 
deaths may derange the psyche of the nation.  Autopsy 
is always required in homicidal cases.1 Deaths are of 
two types natural and un-natural. Natural deaths are 
due to any pathology (disease) or ageing. Un-natural 
deaths are due to injury (homicide/murder), suicide 
or accidents.2 Homicide is the most heinous crime 
done against the human being. Illiteracy, un-
employment, uncontrolled temper, declining 
tolerance, free availability of weapons, increasing 
financial gap between rich and poor and weak legal 
system all can be incriminated as the causation. The 
culprits are under the impression that even if they are 
caught they will be released due to insufficient 
evidence or using other tactics at certain stage of legal 
proceedings.Homicidal deaths are becoming a threat 
to modern society in the world.  
     Young and adult generation is mostly involved in 
the homicidal deaths. Young offenders are becoming 
increasingly violent and this is a cause of concern as 
they are tomorrow’s generation.3 All the civilized 
societies in the world try to control such terrifying 
incidences leading to un-natural deaths. 3   The goal of 
a peaceful society cannot be materialized without 
analyzing the data regarding cause, age, sex involved, 
weapon used and other demographic studies.  
 
Patients and Methods 
    This descriptive study was carried out in THQ 
Hospital Taxila, in the year 2012. Total 64 autopsies 
were carried out during the study period. Complete 
analysis of the data regarding age, sex, weapon used, 
body area involved, address, opinion, material 
collected for dispatch to Chemical 
Examiner/Histopathologist, cause of death and injury 
markings on the postmortem register used was 
analyzed. Every autopsy was started by identification 
of the dead body. External postmortem examination 
was started by examination of clothes. The clothes 
were removed one by one. Inspection of whole the 
dead body was made from head to toe, front, back and 
sides are examined with naked eye and magnifying 
lens. Temperature of the body and surrounding area 
was taken.  All the natural orifices of body were 
scrutinized. Injuries,  rigor mortis, postmortem 
lividity, stage of putrefaction and any other 
abnormality were noted down.The body was opened 
by straight incision starting from just above the 
thyroid cartilage to the pubic symphysis avoiding 
umbilicus.  All the three cavities cranium, chest and 
abdomen were opened to see any injury, 
disease/abnormality.      
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Results 
     THQ Hospital Taxila  is the only place in tehsil 
Taxila  where the autopsies of un-natural death are 
performed. The total number of medico-legal cases 
autopsied at THQ Hospital during 2012 were 64. 
Majority (43.75%) belonged to 26-40 years of age 
(Table 1). Firearm was the most commonly used 
weapon(51.56%)(Table 2). Most targeted area was 
head and chest (Table 3). 
 
Table 1:Medicolegal autopsies - Age profile 
Age Male Female %age 
0-15 years 3 - 4.69 
16-25 years 15 2 26.56 
26-40years 25 3 43.75 
40-above  13 3 25 
 
Table 2: Medico-legal autopsies – Cause 
Weapon No (%) 
Firearms 33 (51.56) 
Blunt  09(14.06) 
Sharp  04(6.25) 
Drowning  03(4.69) 
No injury identified  15(23.44) 
 
 Table 3: Medico legal autopsies- Site of injury 
Weapon Skull Neck Chest Abdomen Abdomen/ 
Chest 
U/L Limb 
Firearm 14 - 16 03 07 - 
Blunt 03 06 - - - - 
Sharp - 03 01 - - - 
 
Discussion 
     Since the human being came into existence crimes 
are always with him.4. Homicide is the most heinous 
crime against the humanity. With the increasing 
population the crimes are also on rise. By the invention 
of most modern weapons particularly firearm 
weapons, dozens of persons may be killed with 
automatic firearm weapons at a time. Mainly males are 
involved being victims and culprit of the crimes. 
Reason being the males are more exposed to outside 
environment and nature of their life styles.  
     The age analysis shows maximum homicidal deaths 
occur in adult persons, aged between 16-40 years. The 
person is more energetic, vocal and sentimental during 
this period of age.5 The autopsies done on the bodies 
with age above 40years is only 16 (25%) indicates that 
a person less energetic, emotional and physically 
active after the age of 40 years. Only 3 autopsies at age 
between 0-15 years show the innocent attitude during 
this age period.   
      As for the sex is concerned only 8 autopsies of 
females indicates that this noble creature of Allah the 
almighty is least exposed to criminal activities. This 
finding is also consistent with other studies.6,7  
     The most common weapon used during criminal 
activities is firearms(51.56%). Increasing use of firearm 
weapons in the society is highlighted also in other 
studies.8 In USA the firearm injuries are a leading 
cause of death also.9  Excessive use of firearm weapons 
in our society indicates their easy availability, fearless 
possession, their use and deteriorating law and order 
situation in the country. Firearm is considered source 
of power and supremacy in our population but it is 
also a cause of grief and sorrow.10 As analysis shows 
regarding targeted areas head and chest on the top 
most, both having equal numbers as 17 each. 9 injuries 
were present on neck, while 7 injuries involved both 
abdomen and chest and in only 3 cases abdomen was 
targeted. Injuries on the skull and chest indicate the 
cruelty and criminal intension of the culprits. In 15 
cases (23.44%) no cause of death was found, lack of 
proper training of medical examiner may lead to 
negative autopsy.11    
Conclusion 
To bring the homicidal crimes under control modern 
techniques as DNA finger printing, fingerprinting, and 
Iris scanning should be used during investigations of 
crimes.     
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